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Parish-in-Council 1

Pastoral Letter in response

2" July 2026
Dear parishioners,

We have successfully celebrated our very first Parish-in-Council. It was a most
joyous and encouraging-afternoon at St. Francis School Hall. A very big ‘thank you’ to
all who helped prep;\re for the day and for all those who participated. In all some 148
parishioners along with 18 children (Kids-in-Council) took part.

Pope Leo reminds us that the supreme rule in the Church is love. No one is
called to dominate; all are called to serve..we must listen to one another... let us
commit ourselves to building a more humble Church, a Church that is entirely synodal,
ministerial and attracted to Christ and therefore committed to serving the world.

At the heart of the synodal process is ‘listening’ to one another in order to
discern what the Holy Spirit is inviting us to do and to be. So, with ardent expectation
we called on the Holy spirit to enter our gathering on that Saturday afternoon, to
inspire us in this historic first parish-in-council.

We listened to two excellent keynote addresses, one from one of the newest
members of our parish, Matthew Daw, recently baptised at Easter 2026, and long-time
parishioner Richard Bustria. They invited us to reflect on what it means to ‘belong’.
Matthew spoke of his involvement in a football team — and his later coming to faith in
our parish community — essentially through our RCIA and the general witness of our
parish community. Richard spoke of raising his family in this parish and what it means
to participate in parish life as one who belongs. True belonging is found in Christ.
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The Conversation in the Spirit, led by Leah Llagas propelled us into the heart of
the afternoon through these questions: What makes me feel welcome at Good
Shepherd Parish? What might make people feel more welcomed at our parish? What
actions are emerging for how we, as a parish, might help people feel more welcomed
at Good Shepherd? Focusing on one top action, what activity might help bring this to
life in our parish? The process of Conversation in the Spirit helped to distill the shared
wisdom of the twelve tables of participants.

The number one action that gained interest from several tables was that we
should enhance the training and role of our welcomers. | am pleased to report that
a process for this is being put into place. Other related actions included proper name
tags for everyone (the parish has invested in a 3D printer for this very task — more on
that in the near future), a digital notice board, they we celebrate the milestones of
parishioners (anniversaries etc.), highlight the information desk, enhance our Faith
education opportunities and offer more fellowship opportunities.

Our Pastoral Planning Committee will continue to work through the other
submissions over the next few weeks to see what else we might be able to implement
in the course of time. A fuller report will be available by August.

We hope to celebrate our second Parish-in-Council on Saturday 21% November
later this year. | look forward to seeing you there.

Yours in Christ,

ég Ce(/él’t/ (9 @o/ﬁ

Fr. Gerard O’Dempsey ofmcap (Parish Priest)
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