Readings for next weekend — Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First reading: Isaiah 55:10-11; Second reading: Romans 8:18-23; Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23

The Psalms

Each Sunday Mass gives us a set of Scripture readings, and it can be difficult to give
close attention to all of them. That can be especially true of the responsorial Psalm,
which we might forget to even consider as one of them. But the psalms are a rich
and ancient collection of prayers, the very prayer book that Jesus himself — not to
mention countless generations of Jews and Christians alike — used on a daily basis.
Today’s psalm, the 145", is well worth our time for reflection and perhaps some personal
prayer. It is an extraordinary psalm of joyful praise if God.

One fascinating thing about it is that it's written, in the original Hebrew, as an Acrostic:
each verse begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. In other words, if
we were talking about the English alphabet, the first word of the first line would start
with the letter A, the first word of the second with B and so on. It was a clever literary
device probably intended to help in memorization.

But even more importantly, this psalm is an exuberant, passionate celebration of
God. Line after line the psalmist proclaims the positive qualities of the Lord — God is
gracious, merciful, slow to anger, kind, compassionate, and more (there are plenty of
lines not even included in the liturgical version we use at Mass today).

In the New Collegeville Bible Commentary, the great Scripture scholar Dianne Bergant
has written of this psalm, “Words cannot even begin to describe God’s wondrous
nature, and so the psalmist resorts to repetitious exclamation and superlatives.”
Even eternity will not exhaust the reasons for praising God, and so the believer can
only cry out, as we do today at Mass in the line that we repeat together as the psalm
response: ‘| will praise your name forever, my king and my God.”

Consider spending some personal prayer time with the text of Psalm 145 and let its
words of joyful praise fill your heart and mind! Where have you been able to recognize
God’s kindness in the past week?

— Fr Gerard O’'Dempsey OFM Cap
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Parish Vision:

a place whevre all people are welcomed...

a place wheve the gifts of the Holy Spirit are put to use...
a place where people are empowered to shave the Good
News of Jesus with others.

Phone: 02 9832 4461
After hours emergency #: 0493 969 440

Email: parishof @goodshepherd.org.au Weddings

Please call the Parish office for appointment.

Find us on Arrangements should be made at least twelve months in
Facebook advance.

The Good Shepherd Parish Plumpton

Holy Communion for the Sick
Please call the parish office to book a date and time.

Anointing of the Sick

Or visit our website:
www.goodshepherd.org.au

Please call the parish office to book a date and time.

Baptisms
Parents and godparents must attend a Pre-Baptism Seminar

prior to scheduling the Baptism. The seminar is offered

New Parish Projects—Meeting room and
Additional Toilets 03/07/2026

D ti 31,896.00 . ,
ona ?ns 2 once a month on the 4th Sunday at 2:00 pm in the Parish
Raffle tickets $12,104.00 . . .
. X meeting room or church. Next seminar is on 26th July.
Legacy Donation 28,000.00 Please bring a copy of your child’s birth certificate
Total Amount $102,000.00 gacopyory '

) Please collect registration form from the Parish office.
Revised Target Amount  $100,000.00 Baptism dates will be booked after attending the seminar.

Parish & Diocesan News continued

Parish Registration

If you are a new parishioner, we ask you to complete a registration form. If you have not yet filled
out a registration form, please do so as soon as possible and return it to the Church or parish office.
Forms are available at the entrance of the Church.

How to Support Our Parish Family Financially
If you would like to become an envelope subscriber please contact the parish office. We would also
invite you to consider your level of giving. For people wishing to contribute by direct debit — forms
are available from the parish office. You can also setup your own internet banking recurring
payments to the following account:

BSB: 067 950 Account Number: 00000495

Account Name: Plumpton Catholic Parish Church
. Tap & go machines are available for people to use. These are in the Church.
. Those who wish to donate to the Capuchin Friars (Priests), please make the recurring
payments to the following account:

BSB: 062-410 Account Number: 10136478

Account name: Capuchin Franciscan Friars

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 05 July 2026

1st Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10
2nd Reading: Romans 8:9, 11-13
Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:25-30

Responsorial Psalm: I will praise your name for ever,

my king and my God.

GOSPEL Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.
Alleluia!

Acknowledgement

We show our respect and acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the Darug Country, Elders past,
present and emerging, and extend that respect to all other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People.




Parish Team: Daily MASS Times

Mon/Tue/Fri 9:00 am

Wednesday 9:00 am & 7:30 pm

Thursday 9:00 am & 7:00 pm (Vietnamese)
First Friday 7:30 pm (with Adoration)
Saturday 8:00 am

Parish Priest Fr Gerard O’Dempsey OFM Cap
Assistant Parish Priest Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap

Business Manager Mr Owens Reyes

Parish Musical Director Mr Jacob Wielgosz

Weekend MASS Times

Saturday Vigil 6:00 pm

Sunday 7:00 am, 9:00 am & 6:00 pm
12:00 pm (Vietnamese)

Spanish Mass Every 2nd Saturday of each
month 7:30 pm

Parish Social Media Officer = Miss Catrina Bautista
Parish Council Chairperson = Mr Anthony Matthews

RCIA Co-ordinators Mr Bernie Banta

& Mrs Yeng Banta
Sacramental Co-ordinator  Mrs Priscilla Corpuz
Parish SRE Co-ordinator Ms Therese Fuller Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 10:30 to 11:30 am
Kindly ring Parish Office to book for other

times during the week.

Finance & Bingo Operator = Mr Romy Balite

Safeguarding Champion Mr Joseph Fenech

Parish & Diocesan News

Parish Based Youth Group — Antioch Congratulations for last Weekends’ Baptism

Young people are empowered & nourished in |§| Carlo Francis Cabatic
their spiritual Journey and leadership. We have |} Maisie Maree Capati

a youth group meeting every Sunday at 7:30 ||| Luna Olivia Mercado Macaraeg

”

pm. We invite the youth for “Come and See
experience.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION for JULY
For respect for human life.

Let us pray for the respect and protection of
human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift

Legion of Mary Good Shepherd Praesidium

Meets every Saturday morning at 9.00am in the
Parish Meeting Room. Please contact Christine
on 0433 983 731 if you are interested. from God.

Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested

Death Anniversaries / In Memoriam: Anna, Joseph, Georgia Baldacchiw, Jesus Calvo, Wilma
D’Souza, Randy Gunasekera, Joseph & Kathleen Haliburn, Edwin Hidalgo, Francis & Mary Muscat,
Teresa & Thomas Nathan, Emily Dingle Rudd, Myra Silva and all the holy souls in purgatory

Healing / Good Health: Ivan, John, Elisa Danica, Sophie Escueta, Cecilia Graycochea, Mariles
Hollero, Emiliana Lagasca, Peter Nathan, Maria Perez and Jenny Taateo

Anniversary / Birthday / Thanksgiving: Socorro, Bergonia Family, Leonardo Aberin and Isolde
Escueta

We also remember in our prayers our housebound brothers & sisters

Mary, Russell, Yvonne, Belenor & Julian AGUILAR, Patricia ALLERDICE, John ANGEL, Mafalda ARACO,
Raylina AURE, Christine BAPTISTE, John BARRETT, Margaret BIEDRZYCKA, Jacqueline CAMERON,
Conception CAPIENDO, Anthony CARRUNA, Frances CARUANA, George CASSAR, Gwen & Robert
CHAMBERS, Rita CLEARY, Clare DONOHOE, Matthew DORRAN, Paul DWYER, Mario FARRUGIA, Wayne
& Audrey FERNANDEZ, Jean-Marie & Marie-Claude FREDERIC, Fololetina FRETTON, Louise GRECH,
Alamita HALA, Eden & Ninoy JUCO, Nabil LABBAD, Malia LAVALU, Lima LEO, Francis LLOYD GOULD,
Gwenda McCARTHY, Rita & Victor MELI, Teresa MESSIANA, Anne MILLER, Kathleen MORRISSEY, Deidre
MURRAY, Mary MUSCAT, Elsie NONEY, Pamela PEARSON, Marie PURCELL, Melecia REA, Gloria ROBERTS,
Lilly SHAHOUD, Mary SIMMONS, Marian STEWART, Vivienne STEWART, Lynette STITT, Anthony & Natalina
TEUMA, Raymond TOGHILL, Margaret TSENG, John VAIFALE, Sesilia VAVE, Augustina VELLA, Russell &
Mary WICKRAMASINGHE, Espedito & Kitty ZAMMIT

Parish-in-council
Parish-in-Council report will be available in next week’s bulletin.

Planned Giving Envelopes now Available
The latest set of planned giving envelopes are now available to take at the entrance of the
Church. Thank you so much for your support and generosity.

Antioch Youth Outreach Weekend: 10 to 12 July

Plumpton Antioch will be holding their annual Outreach Weekend from the 10th to the 12th of
July. Please register by visiting the Plumpton Antioch Instagram page. We kindly ask you to keep
everyone involved in your prayers as they prepare for this special time of faith and fellowship.

Next Alpha at the Good Shepherd Parish: 24 September
Due to the overwhelming demand — we will be running another Alpha later this year — begins
Thursday 24 September 2026 in the parish meeting room.

Funeral Service for the late Doris Barrett
The Funeral Service for the late Doris Barrett will be held this Tuesday 7th July 10:00am at the
Good Shepherd Parish Church. The service will be followed by 12:00pm burial at Kemps Creek
Memorial Park. All are welcome to attend.

Exciting News! Be The Witness — The Musical

Be The Witness—The Musical production rehearsals commence in a couple of days.
Have you got your tickets yet? This powerful live production telling the story of Jesus
through the eyes of St Peter will be staged at the Riverside Theatre, Parramatta @&,
from 10-13 September 2026. We have a Special Parish Group Offer for a limited ..,..' \
time only—Group bookings (10+) receive up to 20% off (Offer ends 10 July)—

Limited seats available so get in early. This is a wonderful opportunity to attend together as a
parish community—with family, friends, ministries and groups—and encounter the Gospel in a
powerful and accessible way. Scan the QR code or visit the website www.bethewitness.com.au
to organise your group booking.

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PILGRIMAGE 2026: 5-16 October 2026

Join Rev. Fr Joshy Parappully OFM Cap, Parish priest of Guardian Angels Church, Wynnum QLD,
on a faith-filled pilgrimage to Rome: St Peter's Basilica & Square, Vatican Museums, Sistine Chapel;
Assisi: Basilicas of St Francis & St Clare; Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli; San Giovanni Rotondo:
Shrine of St Padre Pio; Lanciano: Eucharistic Miracle Shrine; and Medjugorje: Apparition Hill
(Podbrdo). Price: AUD $8,880 per person (twin share) - this Includes: Return airfares, transfers,
3-star accommodation, professional guides, breakfast and dinner. Pilgrims from all Australian
states and territories are welcome to join at the advertised group price. Please refer to the parish
notice boards for details. For enquiries & bookings, please contact iDestiny Travel: Suren 0431 791 285 /
Tan 0413 485 411; or email: sales@idestinytravel.com.au

Coming Events:

« Monday July 6" Alpha

. Friday July 10" to Sunday July 12™: Antioch outreach weekend.
. Sunday July 12™: Christian Life Programme #5

. Monday July 13™: Final Alpha in this series.
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